Klaus-Dieter Gross (Regensburg)

Between Subversiveness and Gemuetlichkeit: The Culal Works of the American
Nature Friends

1. Prelude(s)

The mastermind behind the founding of tNaturfreundein Vienna in 1895 was Georg

Schmiedl, a teacher close to the socialist moveniéwat very fact explains why the club never
separated its outdoor functions from cultural air®gen eyes, knowledge, and a critical
approach to existing realities. As a Social Demioana atheist Schmiedl found that going out
into nature did not mean a pursuit of transcendexwa but an appreciation of the beauty of
the landscape through rational understanding. Atgquaentury later still Schmiedl emphasized

the pedagogical impetus that had driven him ingHfosinding years.

The Naturfreundewere to develop into an international Labor orgation for outdoor
activities—within an ideological and functional wetrk of unions, the (Socialist) Party, and
other progressive organizations. This context wasned by co-founder Karl Renner in his
1898 programmatic statemefier Arbeiter als Naturfreund und TouristThe Worker as
Nature Friend and Tourist®): Not only in depressimgyk-places and overcrowded slums could
one find how cruel capitalism was, it was also ohsiin the proletariat’s lack of access to the
benefits of nature and cultufdRenner’s aim was to turn what used to be oppresegdng
animalsinto self-conscious and creative workingmans Among the club’s achievements he
named promoting a knowledge of science (i.e. undeding the material world and its beauty),
sociology (understanding how a capitalist societyks and why it has to be changed), and

culture (creating active minds who can undertalat sun effort).

Political, social, cultural, and leisure-time adies he saw as complementary within the Labor

movement. Not everyone agreed at first. In 193nRe—then already an ex-Chancellor of

! Georg Schmiedl:Welche Gedanken haben mich bei der Griindung unsereins geleitet? (Rickblick und
Ausblick)“ (1920); repr. in: Bruno Klaus Lampasih&b Gruber/Manfred Pils (ed Berg frei - Mensch frei -
Welt frei! Eine Chronik der internationalen Natwstmdebewegung von den Anfangen der Arbeiterbewdgsng
zum Zeitalter der Globalisierung (1895 - 2008hd ed. Vienna: Naturfreunde Internationale, 20@8-199.

2 Karl Renner. “Der Arbeiter als Naturfreund und Tistf (1898); repr. in: Lampasiak/Gruber/Pils (§d200-
201.
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the Republic of Austria—reminisced about how batkl895 party leaders had feared the
project might distract workers from the more imnaeieconomic and political struggles. But

the integral role of free-time activities, includirsports and education, had proved that the
socialist movement did not suffer but rather gaumen the proletariat also addresses other, in

particular scientific, cultural and intellectuaténests.?

Max Adler, a future leading Austromarxist intelleat and an early member of the
Naturfreunde stated that at its core socialism was not a wesfk@ovementas such“ but a
cultural movement. What he meant was that gettiogkers active in educational matters would
lead them closer to the socialist idda.the struggle for Labor’s hegemony as a polifaae
culture could not be neglected, because liberalasoeformers aimed atcivilizing” the
workers” lives without changing existing sociaustures—their intention was an integration

into, not the transformation of the ruling system.

If the Party targeted political rights and the ursoceconomic influence, a comprehensive
network of progressive organizations covered dikéis of the workers” vital necessities, with
the Naturfreundeas intermediaries between political and recreationarests. This led to a
somewhatlooser” ideological structure. Office-holders weeguired to be union and/or party
members. Yet had the club required a full-fledgetidt consciousness to join in the first place,
it would have been much less attractive in thegggoups and less effective for the movement

as such.

Hiking stood at the beginning of tiNaturfreunde As an activity it could easily be combined
with political (demonstrations, propaganda) andural aims. Educational, physical, and social
experiences merged in what came to be céBedial hiking,” a synergy of both activating the
body and the mind. As John Williams puts‘Bport alone was not a solution, since the entire
human being, not just the body, needed relief @agmption in order to become politically

strong.®

3“Dr. Karl Renner tber die Naturfreunde* (1931)prein: Lampasiak/Gruber/Pils (eds.). 202-203.

4 Cf. Gunther SandneBozialdemokratie in Osterreich. Von den AnfangenAdeeiterbewegung zur modernen
SozialdemokratieWien: Karl-Renner-Institut, 2011. 10-11.

5 Augustin Upmann/Uwe Rennspiess. “Organisationdgebte der deutschen Naturfreundebewegung bis
1933.“ In: Jochen Zimmer (edlit uns zieht die neue Zeit: Die Naturfreunde. B&schichte eines alternativen
Verbandes in der Arbeiterkulturbeweguikgiln: Pahl-Rugenstein, 1984. 66-111. 91-94.

6 John Alexander Williams. “Friends of Nature: TheltGre of Working-Class Hiking.“ In: John Alexander
Williams (ed).Weimar Culture RevisitedNew York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010. 199-225. 206.
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In that sense thRaturfreundegreeting phraseBerg frei“ combined the claim to open access
to nature {mountains are [to be] free®) and the elation follogva hike up the mountain. In a

similar way their logo united an iconography ofidatity (hands clasped), the yearning for a
physical union with nature (the mountains), andithemediate beauty of nature (Alpine roses

growing from the handshake) (fig. 1).

Their particular role as a hiking and outdoor chas recreation, education, and the widening
of the workers™ horizons. In John Williams’s wortEhe Naturfreunde movement promoted a
proletarian “turn to nature” through hiking, witietgoal of improving the working class’s
physical, mental, and political strengthio wonder the header of the first members” magazin
published by the Vienna office (fig. 2) shows alvggkssed, self-confident hiker greeting the
morning sun rising behind a mountain—welcomingtare free of material need and enjoying

liberty and freedond.

TheNaturfreundeproject appealed especially to skilled workers whew well how education,
cooperation, and political organization had helpieeim achieve in their own lives. In still
moderate if tangible terms they had succeededimrgareduced working hours and slightly
improved incomes (both prerequisites for leisutevdi@s) and a basic knowledge, sociological
and physical, of the world they lived in (the grdwmork for cultural activities). For them
collective and personal action added up to eackroth created an egalitarian feeling of
commuality, and unlike the top-down methods of lgeois education it was based on collective

self-education.

7 Cf. Gottfried Korff/Larry Peterson. “From BrothgrHandshake to Militant Clenched Fist: On Political
Metaphors for the Worker's Handhternational Labor and Working-Class Histofy (1992): 70-81.

8 Williams. “Friends of Nature.“ 199.

9 Critically Irma Noseda. “Ein Bild des Naturfreursdeln: Zimmer (ed.)Mit uns zieht die neue ZeR71-276.
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Already Schmiedl had emphasized knowledge of aricgtye kind—hence his focus on
science and sociology. It also included technigfrimation on how to hike, mountaineer, plan
tours, apply first aid, read maps etc. What waasndéed was both a critique and a transformation
of urban mass culture. Less practical, more alistoams of knowledge were on the sideline.
But at closer inspection the span of cultural aiés ranged widely, although it mostly

excluded the “art for art’s sake" experiments attime?1°

“High art” was of a more programmatic than pradtiogact. Increased cultural sophistication
was part of proletarian emancipation. Like the vigkclasses were excluded from political
influence and nature, they were also excluded ftbenbenefits of culture. The heritage of
Schiller, Goethe, or Beethoven was not to be efa bourgeois elite, as it elevates workers
from their deprived cultural living conditions, imgves their self-esteem, and prepares them
for the class struggle. That is why the club’s malblons included classical poetry as well as

interpretative essays—such as on Schiller’s Alpimems'?

By and large the popular element remained more imami!? The acceptable cultural scope
was relatively open, as long as it was not decadedttrivial anti-culture (“Unkultur®). As
another way of the capitalist colonization of hunvaterests the latter was seen as detrimental
to becoming a full human being. Most of tRaturfreundeforefathers wanted to improve the
workers” reading capacities, and thus abhorred fietipn (“Schundliteratur”). Consequently,
creating libraries became crucial within the Labmovement, including the clubhouses the
Naturfreundebuilt for themselves in beautiful, initially mogtAlpine regions-3 Naturfreunde
also organized visits to theaters, talks on plags;mainly for their own enjoyment—Ilay stage
productions. “Living images” were a stage formaiskhcombined sports, social criticism, and
the literary; they were also shown during meetwgh other Labor organizations.

10 Cf. Gunther Sandner. “Der Austromarxismus undwliener Moderne.” In: Andreas Fisahn/Thilo
Scholle/Ridvan Ciftci (edsMarxismus als Sozuialwissenschaft; Rechts- undStesstandnisse im
AustromarxismusBaden-Baden: Nomos, 2018. 111-124.

1 R.V. “Alpenpoesie bei SchillerDer Naturfreund: Mitteilungen des Touristenveredi¢ Naturfreunde*
1901: 20-22.

12 Gunther Sandner. “Kultur als Gegennatur — NatsiiGagenkultur. Austromarxismus und Cultural Stutlies
In: Lutz Musner/Gotthart Wunberg/Christina Lutfeds.).Cultural Turn. Zur Geschichte der
KulturwissenschafterWien: TuriaKant, 2001: 149-172. 158-160.

13 Cf. Gunther Sandner. “Der Austromarxismus undwliener Moderne.“ In: Andreas Fisahn/Thilo
Scholle/Ridvan Ciftci (eds.Marxismus als Sozialwissenschaft: Rechts- und Staegtandnisse im
AustromarxismusBaden-Baden: Nomos, 2018. 111-124.
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Singing was most common, instruments often accomedahikes, bands and choirs were
established. Their material was a mixture of wagkatass and popular songs, with classical
repertoire pieces added. Finely crafted visual aftvadorned the members” magazines, with a
playful influence from art deco. Photography, apensive hobby members could only afford
because they cooperated closely, needed mutuatass® in both technical and aesthetic
respects. Talks and lectures by members and greexied from excursions to scientific and

political topics.

With few adaptations these Austrian practices nhde ways into Germany and Switzerland
in 1905. In 1910 the idea took hold in North AmadtA first report from the New York local
was published on September 18, 1910 in the cludhisal Der Naturfreund It stated these
“overseas members saw themselves as an avant-gamgieneers whose noble task it was to
open their co-workers” eyes to the beauty of tlaid, in a country characterized by a culture
of plenty but also of wastefulness, which was fresh also raw, where promises of social
advancement were subverted by desperate living ittoms, and where nature was
unimaginably bountiful but in whose hectic moneykmg nobody really cared for such
beauty.®® It is remarkable how this text is schooled in edgical modes of thinking, with a

poetic tinge to this wording.

Into the contemporary American system of Germagdage working-class organizations the
Naturfreundefitted well. Their slots were hiking and leisureig activities combined with
cultural and political functions. The first secrgtaf the new local was Alexander Wiederseder.
Coming from the Austro-Slovak city of Bratislava had moved to New York, joined the
fledgling club there, and moved on to the West Goslsere he became the first president of
the new branch in San Francisédoth locals would be hubs for more Ameridéaturfreunde

locals to come.

Post-First World War conditions would drive the dmpments of the Austrian and German

Naturfreundein politically divergent directions, although audél practices were not that

1 Klaus-Dieter Gross. “New York’s Nature FriendseiftHistory, their Camps.NaturFreundeGeschichte/
NatureFriendsHistory2.1 (2014).

15 Der Naturfreund: Mitteilungen des TouristenveréDie Naturfreunde.“1910: 250; translation in Gross.
“New York’s Nature Friends": 2.

% In many a publication, also by this author, therfding year of San Francisco was assumed to be $613
sources rather hint at 1912.
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different!’ Under the special circumstances in the USA an@nasnly) an immigrants” club
the American Nature Friends stuck to their trad@looutdoor and cultural practices. The vast
distances between New York and San Francisco andetional Districts originating from
them only became a problem when from the late 1@20grds priorities began to change.
These trends accelerated when after World WardIntore politicized Eastern District was
caught and killed off in the maelstrom of McCar8mi California survived in a lively if rather
nostalgic, apolitical way. Using New York and Saark€isco as exemplary starting points for
the East and the West, the following survey wilkliout these developments with a focus on

cultural aspect&

2. 1910 through Depression Years

Up to the 1930s Nature Friends across the natib@ge s T—
parts of a whole, as is ideally illustrated in treader of
the first all-American magazineDer Tourist The
symbolic handshake of th&laturfreunde logo was
incorporated into an American landscape: East mtI

Zeitschrift fiir den Gau der Nordosf

TOURISTEN-VEREIN ,DIE NATURFREUNDE“

West (fig. 3)'° The New York group had spread out in &, T R T

New York State and New Jersey, and more locals w

active in Philadelphia and the Mid-West. San Frsewihad offspring in Oakland and Los
Angeles; other groups, like Seattle, did not lasigl By the end of the 1930s sixteen groups
were active, and had outdoor camps and clubhousietwould become centers for the hiking

and cultural life in the clubs.

7 For a survey see Glinther Sandner. “Zwischen @nadeher Avantgarde und Wanderverein. Theoretische
Diskurse und soziale Praxen der Naturfreundebewpgu®sterreich und Deutschland (1895-1933/34). Das
Naturproblem aus der Sicht der Arbeiterinnenbewgdureitgeschicht¢1996): 306-318; for cultural debates
within the early German Labor movement see Horsis@roppZwischen Bierabend und Bildungsverein. Zur
Kulturarbeit der deuschen Arbeiterbewegung vor 19Rerlin/DDR: Dietz, 1985.

8| had access to three sources in particular: &.ddtuments provided by the Nature Friends forePvisy
Weis project (NFPW collection), which has accumedamaterials around Camp Midvale (thanks to Karin
Ahmed Adamietz), 2. The Andy Lanset and Chris ldaierviews of the Camp Midvale Oral History Prdjec
the 1980sl(anset/Idzic interviewghanks to Chris Idzic); 3. A host of copies oa talifornian locals which |
received during a visit at Heidelmann Lodge in 2Qthanks to Phil Greer). The members” magaBiae
Naturfreund edited in Vienna, was accessed thoAgktriaN Newspapers Onlinkttp://anno.onb.ac.at/.

9 Der Tourist: Zeitschrift fir den Gau der Nordostididen Gau der West-Staaten Amerika 61923): 1; for
a compact interpretation see Gross. “New York suNaFEriends": 5.
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New York

As the first New York clubhouses on Long Island amdthe banks of the Hudson catered to
outdoor interests, the main place for members tetmas the city’s Labor TempléUnder
one roof there were trade unions, educational ahtigal institutions, cooperatives, and leisure
clubs (Vergnigungsvereine*)—among those t&turfreunde The Temple also provided the
platform for glee clubs, theater groups etc. Tenamre permitted to conduct their own cultural
programs, including the scientific and slide lantsiows th&aturfreundepresented (Fig. £)-

It was also used by the junior sectioMeetings and lectures will be held during the wirtte

the first Saturday of every month in Room

Die Arbeit unserer amerikanischen Genogsen.

8 of the New York Labor Temple, 243 E
84th St; 8:00 p.m. sharp. — Folk Dances w
take place on the first and third Friday ¢

Unsere Ortsgruppe New York hat im Jahre 1922
ganz wesentliche Fortschritte zu verzeichnen.
Sie zihlte am Schluf des Jahres 310 Mitglieder
und 120 Jugendliche im Alter bis zu 18 Jahren.

Die Ausflugstatigkeit ist nicht nur eine rege,
sondern auch dadurch bemerkenswert, daB sich
die Hilfte der Mitglieder an derselben beteiligen.
Im Vereinsheim ,Labour Temple* finden nicht
nur naturwissenschaftliche und andere Vortrige:
stalt, sondern auch Laternbildervorfithrungen

every month in Room 2 of the New Yor

Labor Temple. — Evenings of Literatur

will be held twice a month. Notice of da)
the

and place in ‘New  Yorke

Volkszeitung”.22

The NYVZ was the daily paper that served old-timenigrants and those newly arrived in the
city. Naturfreundeinternationally and throughout the USA, once athgeceived the Vienna-
basedDer Naturfreund which again and again reminded them that wherthayr were they
were nature loversind labor sympathizerS American contributions tdhe international
perodicalpromoted the new home country. In addition to néws the locals, it presented
illustrated texts describing the beauty of the |atie opportunities it provided, and gave
geographical, ethnographic, and hiking informafiblis purpose was to keep up contacts with
the home countries, to invite newcomers, to openréaders” horizons, and to emphasize the

New-Yorker Volkszeitunganuary 29, 1928. 13B; repr. from: Labor Newsp&peservation Project,
Universitat BremenGlimpses of the German-American Radical Press:IDiglaumsnummern der “New-
Yorker Volkszeitung® 1888, 1903, 1928d. Dirk Hoerder and Thomas Weber. Bremen: Patitias of the
Labor Newspaper Preservation Project, 1985. 137.

21 Der Naturfreund(1923): 46.

Der Tourist. Zeitschrift fir den Gau der Nordostrduden Gau der West-Staaten Amerikiagl924): 6.
23 E.g.Der Naturfreund1911: 278.

24 For examples see appendix (pp. 48-49).
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international character of the club. What was etgmed¢hough was active participation, a

preparedness taneet under our banner for hard work and distractién

Hiking was not among the favorite American pastiraethe time, so the newcomers had to
rely on themselves. The idea was to stand togethepractice collective self-education, find
new tour destinations, organize outings, lay oairtown trails, and ultimately build their own
camps. All of this could easily be combined witthat hobbies. Cultural work was not a
coincidental but integral part of one’s life as atiNe Friend, and helped foster a sense of
cohesion—sports, fun, learning, and politics gdoggether. This defined what made a lover of

nature a full-fledgedaturfreund

In accordance with the philosophical materialismt®fAustrian origins, the New York local
would organize lectures on natural science anckmgical matters. Other talks were used for
advertizing and motivating purposes, like when iarth 1911 in a well-attended public
presentation (possibly with pictures) Wilhelm Guaadi introduced members and guests to the
beauties of the regiofiBy the end of 1911 Alexander Wiedereder wrote aadaur-day tour

to the Catskills; he opened with a short outlinethedir history, then criticized the lack of
appreciation for its beauty by the the rich andithe, and gave a detailed account of the téur.
In 1912 the international magazine registeradvinter rich with presentations and lectures*
and ,scientific talks and excursions*” (includingfaries!)?® Politics in the narrow sense was a
self-evident context and needed not much reinfoetgmntegration into the whole was more

important than political particularities.

Photography proved highly effective both for
lectures and in print. Still very expensive and
difficult, it was affordable through cooperative
efforts and needed the shared expertise of at
least amateur specialists. Already in his earliest
contribution toDer Naturfreund(in the very
issue that announced the founding of the New

25 Der Naturfreund1927: 38.

26 Der Naturfreund1911: 81.

2" Der Naturfreund1911: 326-327.

28 Der Naturfreund1912: 110-111 and 310-311.
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York local) Wiederseder introduced the Niagaradg;ahe first middle-distance tour the New
Yorkers had realized. It was accompanied by threxgs (Fig. 5F° Six months later a photo-
section met at the Labor Temple on a permanens Bfadiiederseder planned a European tour
on American National Park8.In goodNaturfreundefashion he moved on to San Francisco.
From there he continued to give his European anderfgan comrades illustrated
recommendations on where to hike back in the Bashiding the Catskills, Niagara, the
Hudson Valley (with three images of the Palisadasyl then—closer (if not close) to his new

home region—Yellowston#.

From the start, the local developed a compreheffisstere culture, for its members, to promote
the club, and to make money for projects pendingiripdor the clubhouses. Among the
regular celebrations were thgtiftungsfests” (anniversaries), like the one stkigel915 at the
Labor Temple as afinternational fair,” the gains of which went to laling projects®® Most
such events were close to what members had knovuiope—such as Forest and Wine
Festivals Waldfest Weinlesefe$t Festivities with a religious background werer@gfuent.
Events like Thanksgiving or Solstice, well-known lboth sides of the Atlantic, were easily
included. A festival mood even characterized the lay parades which conjoined collective

hiking and solidarity in action.

Practically all sources on outdoor life mention hewging and hiking went together. For the
first anniversary the Newark Socialist Glee Clulntcbuted the musié? On all levels songs

united people in having a good time. Songbooks dgitbwver from the old countries were
opened at the campfires, and as a rule instrunsmis as guitars, accordions, and violins
accompanied the vocal parts. The repertoire fretyuarere pieces from the German Youth
movement and/or proletarian sources. There wasstalga function in this as progressive
German-Austrian traditions were remembered. Awaynfrhikes, the local soon created a
singing and an instrumental section. These thearbedhe precondition for more ambitious

uses of music.

Der Naturfreund1910: 245-246.
30 Der Naturfreund1911: 278.
31 Der Naturfreund1921: 78.
32 Der Naturfreund1914: 177-179.
33 Der Naturfreund1916: 23.

Der Naturfreundl911: 333.
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The second anniversary at New York featurBdrghardt’s Wiener Kapelle.” That the band
played well into the morning hours would suggesirtimusical material was more than just
that of the high-brow concert hall; the questiomisow far it was based on the Vienna music

the band’s name promised. Once more, the earniegsinto building resources.

A few years later, when New York had just
opened its new Camp Midvale and a Newark
local had been established, this is hDer
Naturfreunddescribes two weekly meetings
at the Labor Temple (Fig. 6): One was a
show of a hundred lantern slides from tours
in the environs of New York, with
subsequent dancing. The second program
was even more cross-over: It opened with
Richard Wagner'sTannhauser Overture
was followed by songs (unnamed), after
which the orchestra section played Strauss’s
waltz “An der schénen blauen Donau,” and
finally everyone joined together for [Gustav
Adolf] Uthmann’s version of Die

Internationale interspersed we find
Schuhplattler performances andiving

images”; the evening petered out as| a

communal dance: Nostalgia here joins left'~*
lore, Austrian dance traditions meet
dramatized comments on present day problems, asgical and popular formats unite into
one whole. In commenting, the editor lets the rema#t@aow how similar such events were to

those ofNaturfreundeall across the worléf

Another important feature oNaturfreundelife was a comprehensive access to written

materials, from guidebooks through technical broebuto the literary and dramatic arts.

35 Der Naturfreund1913: 85.
36 Der Naturfreund1921: 15-16.
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Already in 1916 the club set aside money for it;idiarary3” In the club’s publications, there
were poems of various length, in German (often festablished sources) as well as English
(often by younger members). Even a 1923 complamasiutelders not teaching the young
properly about nature was turned into verse—someuthensily if quite emotional (Fig. 7f
More rigid was a 1924 poem, a young girl’s rageuahphis civilization® (Fig. 8)3°
Metaphorically setting movement in nature againsetlemn transportation and in quite angry
language, it reflects a more modernist literaryuiefce, which in its despair was probably
positioned rather on the fringes of the Naturerkig ideology.

New York Camps

One advantage the new American locals had over H#iopean compeers was that even
relatively close to metropolitan areas land wadyeasailable. Already as part of their founding
set-up locals devised plans for clubhouses and saRtpm the 1920s onwards cars helped to
find building lots at favorite destinations—far bobt too far from the metropolis. Many
members being craftsmen, in a collaborative sghely planned and realized their dreams of
hubs in the countryside. TheNaturfreundehauseprovided breathing space as well as a sense
of solidarity and a way to live old traditions. fheould be used for one-day excursions, longer

weekends, or full vacations with comrades.

Der Naturfreund1916: 119.
38 This poem introduces N.F. [Nature Friend?]. “A E&uggestion‘Der Tourist.1 (1923): 8.
39 Eleanor Hammond. “Across the Caber Tourist.1 (1924): 8.
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The first permanent property of the New York lodater becoming a local in its own right,

was Camp Midvale, whose original name w&amp Community.” In addition to sports

opportunities there was space for campfires, fogiag and dancing, for lectures and libraries.
Cooking together was fun, and so was eating; happened, in legally dry times you could
have the beer you were used to in the old counffies wall painting was reminiscent of Alpine

patterns; the technologies used were American. M&hat the time was certainly a

characteristic example of a crossover of GermanrfusandAmerican cultures.

Other camps and clubhouses were to follow, andagth they were not as big as Midvale,
their sizes would have astonished European visitehsladelphia had a home New York
members frequently visited for a change, and soCtsidago?® Skiing huts expanded across
the Catskills'! The club life there was not unlike that of Midvale

Structural changess

The organization was expanding. By the mid-192@srivationalNaturfreundemembership
exceeded 200.000. But still the Vienna Office adstéred the club in a centralized way.
Members, including those in the USA, were direeffifliated with it as individuals organized
in local groups. In Germany (which had overtakerstia in membership) and elsewhere such
centralization was challenged, for practical anchimistrative reasons. National organizations
came into being, and also the American Nature Baewlidified their organizational structure.
New York now was both a local (made up of neighborhand language groups) and a
coordinating body “Gau” or “District*) for the East and Mid-West. Suehsmaller-scale
structure enhanced regional cohesion and madelyp®ssore independence from Europe and

even from the Californian clubs.

Almost imperceptively, politics turned out to benajor field where East and West began to
diverge. 1920&aturfreundeinternational publications give the impressiont éyaart from an
ingrained social-democratic self-awareness dayatp-golitics was mostly left to the

parliamentary parties. Yet even before Black FritteeyEastern District seemed to be moving

40 For the latter cf. Klaus-Dieter Gross. “Elemenrtta@®ictorial History of the Nature Friends in Chgo.“
NaturFreundeGeschichte/ NatureFriendsHistar® (2013).
41 Gross. “New York’s Nature Friends".
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in a more actively politicized direction. One worglevhether the European editors [ér
Naturfreundrealized this when they reprinted a text like fibllowing one from the American
Der Tourist Celebrating the fifteenth anniverary of the Newrl local in 1925, the article
proudly presented weekly lectures on scientifiddspa choir, a music and a photo section—
all close to contemporary European practices. Bantit is striking how explicitly it
emphasized the working-class origins and leftiskseof the club: “Not an addiction to sports
or lone wolf attitudes have shown us the way betrieeds of the class brothers and sisters

fighting for their liberation.4?

San Francisco

The San Francisco local came less than two yetmshéw York. The three Californian groups
active today have since developed their own hisabnarratives, and there is little awareness
of a leftist past shared with other parts of theAU®et originally there had been a lot of trans-
continental interaction. One exemplary case is aheler Wiederseder, already mentioned, who
after New York and shortly Chicago became formafioveéSan Francisco. He, with a few others,

can stand for the role photography played in theural life of the new branch.

Already the first general meeting of the local plad to present visual images for its second
anniversary on March 1, 20#3This turned out to be a slide show on one of #sidations

for multi-day tours, Yosemite Vallelf. Yosemite would also be the topic for a 1914 essay
published inDer Naturfreund the seven images illustrating Wilhelm HeidelmantDas
Yosemitetal“ were probably taken during one of éheacation trip§> Amandus Motander,
another highly respected early leader, in 1915 seMienna a text on the Golden Gate; his
pictures of the more artful type give proof of aual aesthetic beyond touristic aspiratiths.

Other grand hikes, such as to Kings Canyon, Zind,the Grand Canyon found their way into

42“Zum 15jahrigen Bestehen der Ortsgruppe New Yolet Naturfreund1925: 190 [“Nicht Sportfexerei oder
Eigenbroételei wiesen uns den Weg, sondern die Beidge der fur ihre Befreiung kampfenden Arbeitslen
und -schwestern“].
43 “Griindungs- und Tatigkeitsbericht der OG SF* (haritten; Greer collection).
44 Der Naturfreund1913: 318.

Der Naturfreund1914: 223-228.
46 Der Naturfreund1915: 8-10.
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the international orgaf. The uses of photography would continue over treesydn 1927 the

San Francisco local was pround of a photo sectitmits own darkroonf®

Of an explicitly cultural orientation the San Fresoo Naturfreundewere from their very start.
Many a member came through tAebeiter BildungsvereifWorkers” Educational Club),
which joined in with theSozialistischer MannerchafSocialist Men’s Choir) for galas and
theater outing4® Unquestioningly their ideology lay in the progie® camp, as is formulated
on the title page of a 1922 brochure celebratireg Xth anniversary of the San Francisco
local >° Fifteen years later Paul Schnier, in a hand-miaeleytifully decorated little publication,
re-emphasized this point:

Let us also continue to cultivate that internagiosolidarity with our members

everywhere in this country and abroad, which iscengenial to the cosmopolitan
spirit of San Francisco. Above all, let us remhia club of the workingman, where he
can feel at home and express without embarragshenoys and sorrows, his hopes
and fears, beliefs, ambitions and ideals.

The aim of theNaturfreunde according to Schnier, is thike and strive, by observation and
study“—i.e. the classical values of social hikihga similar way the original Nature Friends’

values are summed up in a poetic notice addressedglish at young members:

Pay your dues regularly,

attend our hikes frequently,
learn to sing occasionally,
show yourself laboriously,

to your associates be friendly,
and always think progressiveRy.

What the Labor Temple was to New York, CaliforniallHvas to San FrancisédLocated in
the German segment of the Tenderloin, it was calledtonic Rathaus and served the
Naturfreundefor lectures as well as for festive dance andreitenent evenings, sometimes

47 Cf. appendix.
48 Der Naturfreund1927: 76-77.
49 Where no other references are given, the infoonati gleaned from Erich Fink. “History of the San
Francisco Branch of the Naturfreunde” (San Framciabout 2008), and Erich Finkalifornia Nature Friends:
Oakland, San Francisco, Los Angel@akland: Oakland Nature Friends, 1986 (non-pagihate
50 Title page reprinted in Gross. “The Split*: 5.

Page repr. in Gross. “The Split"; 6.
52 Fink. California Nature Friend$21].
53 Business and smaller meetings of the San Frantisedcontinued to be held at the ABV Clubhouse (o
Equality and later Albion Hall) until the 1970s.
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including plays by members of two hours length.sTis how Californian Nature Friends
historian Erich Fink describes the 192&3iftung[s]fest there:

The 10th Anniversary program is entitled: "Kuesmdtbnzert, Theater und Ball.
[Artists” concert, theater and ball]. Members pattheir own stage play in German;
members performed songs by Schubert, violin Chapins by a member, a quartet
played a Gypsy zither piece, a group sang "Lae\Btellata” and so it wertt.

Such meetings needed the full concentration noy oflthe participants but also of the
audience. The event is strikingly different fromattthe New Yorkers had staged in 1921 (cf.
Fig. 6). Even if produced largely by amateurs, tei®ducated, highbrow culture, with no
references to one’s working-class origins or torthesic practiced at the campfire or when
hiking. It was rather a celebration of how cultlyahdvanced the club was. If this is a

participant’s culture it is one of a rather refirkéad.

Certainly such events do not reflect the full pietuOther documents refer to the more down-
to-earth uses and joys of singing and playing imsénts. Music groups met regularly, and
repeatedly there were festivals with music, dancargl vaudeville productions (including a
spectacular installatiotskiing on stage®). Even thHéMaifest” was not so much a Labor event

as a spring fest.

In spite of the 1937 quotations from Schnier, ie thhirties the cultural work of the San
Francisco local began to move away from its Labi@irs, not so much on purpose, it seems,
but by taking autochthonous activities to be mewearding. It thus left behind one aspect of
its heritage and identity (its roots in the Lab@vwement) to more strongly identify with Austro-
German traditions, as the latter helped to defirectub’s community more visibly in an ever
more Americanized environment. Proving the growdegoliticization in then contemporary
California, Hans Wittich, of New York, with his alibing companion Otto Stegmeier came to
the West to present a slide show ‘Ofew York City - rich and poor* and found meagre

audiences, although other club events attractedrieds and thousands of visitGPs.

Fink. “History of the San Francisco Branch": 5.
%5 Lanset/ldzic interview
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Muir Woods

By and by the cultural life of the San Franciscoalomoved across the Golden Gate into the
Mill Valley area. Already in the second year of theal Der Naturfreundproudly introduced

its readers to the first Nature Friends Home inWi$&\: Muir Woods>® Just two years later it
would be expandédto become a home for traditional German and Aaistdulture. Its first
dancing platform was built in 1914—for maifestsisoerfests etc. The library contained the
songbooks used by the Europeldaturfreunde Songs combined German and American
elements, with the German element predominantyddir round and even during Prohibition
beer was plenty—adverts were quite explicit abig.tGood food and tasty drinks have

remained major attractions ever since.

The first Muir Woods building would soon take

on Swiss chalet style, and a striking visual

program was realized. Murals combining Alpine

and Sierra Nevada vistas (thereby modifying its

nostalgic impact) were painted as early as in

1915 (Fig. 98 In a similar way, Wilhelm

Heidelmann decorated the Library extensive’

bringing art and reading together in one ro8rEven when the clubhouse grew into a full

complex of buildings, the embellishment of the pisaa followed Alpine patterns.

A song was already dedicated to the first Muir Weobduse in 1917:

Wo der Lorbeer strebt zum Himmel, Where Laurel grows to heaven

wo das Waldes Ries[]en stehen, where forest giants stand,

Fern vo[n] allem Weltgetuemmel, far from noise and contamination,

Ist ein Haus so wunderschoen. is a house so beautiful,

Wack're Proll]etarier schufen devoted workers (proletarians) have created
Hier ein echtes [s]or[g]enfrei, here a true carefree Paradise.

Und von dieses Hauses Stufen, And from the steps of this House,

Gruessen wir den Voelkermai. We sing greetings and a hearty BERG FREI.

6 Der Naturfreund1913: 248-249.

57 Der Naturfreund1915: 103.

8 The color photos not marked otherwise were takeing my own stays in the respective areas.

59 Heidelmann was an artist and craftsman who alsora¢éed public buildings in San Francisco, inclgpline
Opera House; cf. FinlCalifornia. [6].

60 Fink. “History of the San Francisco Branch*: 9-10.
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Looking back from the 1980s, Erich Fink concludesl ‘hoose translation* with a slight if
telling twist, which stealthily undermines its findrust: Evocating théVoelkermai“ was a
reference to the international fights of the tradens; knowingly or unknowingly Fink tones
this down to the—in this particular context—moreimal greeting phrase of tidaturfreunde
“Berg frei“ % A link with the greater Labor movement is transfed into one solely with one’s

own club.

San Francisco and Muir Woods would set the pattermather locals. In Oakland there was a
significant overlap with the@akland Turnvereinwhich combined singing and sports and
conducted its own schuetzenfests. The local imnegidegan the construction of its own
clubhouse, fitting it with @Bavarian® look; the first maifest there was repdrie 1923%2 On
the other hand, when the Sierra Madre Clubhousigedfos Angeles local was opened in 1925,
musical accompaniment came from the LA SocialisteGTIub®® Soon a third floor was added
as a dance hall, and Fred Zahn again decoratefuildings in an explicitly Alpine Style.
Although the Los Angeles local was the most pditic (and internationally) minded in

California, its cultural patterns resembled thokthe Bay area.

After the administrative decentralization of theemmationaNaturfreundeorganization and the
formal institutionalization of the Eastern District the mid-1920s, the three Western locals
followed suite in 1927 to incorporatender the laws of the State of California,” at Haene
time affiliating themselves independently with tature Friends International in Vienna. In
the years to come this would have profound legédces. One positive consequence of
intensified regional cooperation of what now wascdadlly called The Nature Friends, Inc.
(Tourist Club)was the first clubhouse run not by a local buthwy District, in Norden in the
Northern Californian mountains. After a completbuiding in the late 1940s, it would be
named Heidelmann Lodge, after Wilhelm Heidelmanmywwith Bern(h)ard Fischer—like at
Muir Woods had provided the Alpine visual prograon the Lodge. For the exclusive use of
young members a dance and meeting hall would bedaddultural life here very much

resembled that of other Californian clubhouses.

61 Also elsewhere in Californian sources “Berg frisitranslated as “Freedom lives in the mountaiaktfough
the original was based on an ambiguity: We feed frethe mountains, as we have a right to them—whic
widens the message from a romantic into the palitiealm.

62 Der Naturfreundl923: 91.

63 Der Naturfreund1925: 28-29.
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In sum, although the Californian locals throughthe 1930s remained embedded in the
progressive and Labor movements, beginnings ofaagihg self-conception were to be felt.
Culturally, German-Austrian musical patterns andAdpine visual language had begun to
prevail even before the 1930s. Little was thera tiocbe seen of the (re-)politicized self-image
in the Eastern District; the trend rather went i@ direction of a culture of preserving popular
traditions of the home countries, if in adapted #mwdericanized form. Of the highbrow
tendencies of the early days not much seems todwaveved either.

3. 1930s and 1940s: The Depression and After

The Districts were at a crossroads. In the Vienrgam a correspondent from New York
complained how théNaturfreundedid not reach out beyond German workers, and again
emphasized a leftist approach as crucial withincihgs immigrant and labor communiti&s.
Outside the relatively intimate world of their casppvhat would be the role of the club’s
cultural work, squeezed in between political inik@mé, present-day problems, and a nostalgic
“Volkstimlichkeit“? Could infusions from Europeanpexiences help? After all, some of the

developments in the USA found vague parallels iroge.

The practices in Austria and in California reserdb&ach other in as far as they shared a
moderate Labor orientation but restricted themsetoeoutdoor and cultural activities. Unlike
the Californians, the origin&laturfreundeVienna club could see itself as part of a stabbed-
democratic movement; its role as a front organiratvas clearly defined as proto-political.
Such an institutionalized framework was unknowntie USA, and the closest (and
diminishing) affiliation was with other Labor-oriead immigrant groups.

In Germany the situation was different. During Weimar Republic (1919-1933) there were
two dominant parties on the leftreformist® Social Democrats andrevolutionary”
Communists, with smaller groups in between and bayBoth frequently perceived each other
as political enemies—even in the face of pendingihalation by the Nazis. Among
sympathizers, in membership, and in parliamentaflyence the Social Democrats were the

bigger group by far; the Communists were effechigeause of an extreme party discipline.

64 Der Naturfreund1927: 118.
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Formally the GermaNaturfreundewere not part of any of these factions, yet weriéeg into
their conflicts neverthele$s.A majority especially among the functionaries supgd the
Social Democrats and the idea of taturfreundeplaying an indispensable if secondary role
in the political game:*By combining experiences of the rural landscapeh vat strong
commitment to social justice, the Weinidaturfreundethus attempted to use leisure as a tool
to raise working-class consciousness and strengtieeproletarian collective’® In just that
sense did the Weimar SPD describeNgéurfreundeas*non-political.“ The Communist Party,
in contrast, tried to anchor cultural (and spoats)vities within its own sphere by politicizing
even the smallest of club operatidhsBoth approaches, the moderates” meneotional
approach and the radicals” purer form of a (ctasssciousyationalismwere not as exclusive

as theory made them and in day-to-day activitiesethvas a lot of overlapping.

For the American Nature Friends West and East tlvere no parties big enough to draw their
organization—or major segments of it—into theingtaional fields, or to split it along party
lines. In retrospect, irrespective of party affibem many a member recalled that the New Deal
had done them a lot of go88During this phase of social liberalism the NatGrends could
see themselves as part of a broad leftist maimatreapporters of the dream of a better, more
social America. The biggest of the small Americamtips on the Left was the Communist
Party, which in the 1930s had some influence amotgdjectuals and unionists. But a major
force it never was. To be a Communist or fellowétar was as much an acceptable option for
a Nature Friend as not to be one. Respective idambpositions led to heated debates and an
occasional article, but with few exceptions weréimately seen as a personal matfer.
Members certainly took note of what was going ofEurope, yet concrete outdoor, cultural,

and camp activities were much more important—ay liedd the club together.

Upmann/Rennspiess. “Organisationsgeschichte.” 77-90
56 John Alexander Williams. “The Tourist Associatidfriends of Nature” and Working-Class Hiking in
Interwar Germany, 1919-1933NaturFreundeGeschichte/NatureFriendsHist@rg (2014): 1-30. 2-3.
57 Cf. Williams. “The Tourist Association “Friends Nature™: 10-11; Klaus-Dieter Gross. “Sozial Wante
Zur Geschichte eines Kernkonzepts der NaturfretindaturFreundeGeschichte/NatureFriendsHist@ry .
(2019):1-26. 8-17.
68 | anset/ldzic interviews.
69 How fuzzy the contours were is made clear whesoime texts the terms “communist,“ “socialist,” and
“progressive” were used interchangeably—sometinmég i@ferring to a society with a just wage system.
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New York

A year before Black Friday New York member Waltevelke wrote a long text on the
Naturfreundein honor of the 25th anniverary of tiNdew-Yorker Volkszeitunditled “The
Nature Friends Constitute a Part of the Labor Mometyi the text introduced the club to New
Yorkers who could read German: After intensivelgatéing the joys of nature he summed up
the history of an international hiking and culturerganization Wander- und
Kulturorganisation of people physically fresh and intellectually diesed (ktrperlich frische
und geistig klare Mensch@rdedicated to sports and nature appreciationirfhgpose was to
boost community feeling in the struggle for a neveial order; in addition to hiking and
mountaineering they were active in talks and mestim promoting the sciences, a socialist
ideology and an ethics of solidarityThe concept of culture used was that of a wayfef |

pursued in the name of social progress.

As a legal document, politics was more or less @tbisethe 1935Constitution of the Nature
Friends of America, Inc(i.e. the Eastern Districtf. What exactly was meant kgulture*
remained almost as vague. Its opening paragrafgudtaat This association is an organization
of workers interested in hiking, labor sports andtuwral activities.” The next paragraph
(“objects of this corporation®) refers to educatiopatposes such as the disseminatiottiod
knowledge of natural science and the customs o¥déneus people.” The section on how the

club’s aims are to be achieved names meetingsyésctand libraries.

A much more outspoken statement on cultural mattexs made in the same year in the (by
now mostly English) follow-up publication ©er Touristfor the Eastern Districfhe Nature
Friend, subtitledHiking — Workers Sports — Cultural Activities programmatic article ofOur
Cultural Front* defined cultural work in strictly &xist terms’? Setting out from an analysis
of how economic oppression leads to cultural ersteant and reduces the arts to tools of the
profit system, its author describes culture as gomfeld in the class struggle. In an

emancipatory perspective aesthetic sentimentalisld an uncritical attitude towards

O Walter Boelke. “Die “Naturfreunde” bilden ein Glider ArbeiterbewegungNew-Yorker Volkszeitung
January 29, 1928. 13B; repr. from: Labor Newsp#&peservation ProjedGlimpses of the German-American
Radical Press142.

"L Excerpts in Gross. “New York’s Nature Friends": 26

2The Nature Friend. A Monthly Magazine Devoted tak&/s” Sports, Hiking and Cultural Activities.
November 1935: 10-11.
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amusement (sometimes also found among Nature B)ianel detrimental to the task—the latter
probably a critique of social-democratiton-political“ attitudes within the club. Nature
Friends contribute to the struggles of the workttags through their camps, their science and

education programs, and their recreational actiiti

It shows that the Eastern locals were not completetouched by the conflicts in Germany. In
the name of his group one Philadelphia member sid&s for theNaturfreunde Opposition

there, including an acceptance of the CommunidlyRer the vanguard in the revolutionary
process? But like in Germany also here functionaries didl @ways speak the language of the
rank and file; members of his own local disagréeBarty lines and members” attitudes were
never quite identical. Many a Nature Friend savhsdeological rifts as a bore, mere bickering
unworthy of the values the club stood for. Not fixeeologies but a progressive pluralism

united the Nature Friends—with the effect of a gigant openness in cultural matters.

The 1930s journals provided a complex mix of outdgmorts, tour tips, camp news, topical
texts on science and ecology, film and book revjaiaries and poems, and even suggestions
for collecting stamps, i.e. a hodgepodge of aatisifrom all walks of life. The first pages were
mostly reserved for politics. Yet seriously as thé took it (in particular with the advance of
fascism in Europe), it was just one among othdddieof activity. Political debates were

embedded in a hiking and cultural environment, &nd versa.

In 1933 the German and in 1934 the Austrian natiorganizations were dissolved, their locals
were disowned, and many a member was either in@deck or active in the resistance
movements. Keeping up the old contacts was closapossible, although the new European
head office (now in neutral Zurich) tried its beShglish had become the dominant language
in the Eastern District, and preserving Germaniticats had in itself become a cultural task—
athough it never became as much a defining elerasnin Western locals. There were
generational tensions too, as two concepts oftteedoperated side by side, not in the sense of
competing but as to practical priorities, i.e. aemtation towards thepast” (German) or the
“future” (English). A series of texts in the earl93Ds,“A Yankee in the Fatherland,”

73 For a reprint of the documents in question sees&rtNew York’s Nature Friends*: 29.
74 See exemplarily Walter R. Boelke. “Anmerkungen 8ehriftleiters*; W.R.H. (Chicago). “Ein Ereignis?"
Karl Strahl. “Gedanken tber die Abbstellung destieeund™; Der TouristJuly-August 1931: 5, 5-6, 8.
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introduced the old (and soon terror-ridden) honggores to
those who had lost touch with their forbears omgraip in
the US?™®

Practical culture often featured political elemehtp to the
late 20th century old-timers of the then alreadjudet
Eastern locals fondly recalled the May Day Paraadé&sew
York, when to the applause of the bystanders thieirida
Friends marched under their green flag with balvsiages
and hiking and skiing gear, backing anti-fascistioag
supporting the Abraham Lincoln Brigades or agittiar
the Scottsboro Boys and the Rosenbergs (Fig’®10).

Regularly members enjoyed balls and entertainmémtsthemselves, their friends and

comrades. At crucial points festivities could betgdormal, like the 25th anniversary of the

New York local in 1935, with its combined cultural,

leisure, and political schedule quite differentnfirdhe

L

Californian “stiftungsfest* of a decade earlier (Fig. 1
12).”" It seeks a balance between tradition and preaedt,
reflects the wide range of the cultural work of tdew

York branch. An NF music group opens the evenin wi
a “Jubelmarsch* (celebratory march), then shows tiika
Friends in Action,” followed by a “Sketch,” a “Dam¢ and an
“Address.” A “Theater Collective* displays “Peopl/ho
Think.” Individual dance contributions included pés called
“Neither here nor there" and “The Militant,” andetidance

group presents the famous German anti-Nazi songe “Di

Moorsoldaten.” Three widely different musical pisdéHiram

S E.g.Der TouristJuly/August 1931 2-3; see also “A Bicycle Trip ®hgh Nazi Germany (by a German Nature
Friend.“ The Nature Friendarch/April 1934: 7.

®In the 1980s Andy Lanset and Chris Idzik undertm&rviews with more than 15 former members at @am
Midvale, which are now stored at New York Univeysitf. Mary Caldwell-Kane. “Ringwood Library: Camp
Midvale Grant Project.NaturFreundeGeschichte/NatureFriendsHistdry (2013). Almost all the interviewees
were well into their eighties or nineties, and theemories occasionally are a bit inconsistenbaetail. On the
following observations they agreed.

77 Advert 25th Anniversary Ball 1935 (NFPW collectjon
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Overture"; “Guittarres”; and the “Internationale&®nclude the official part. Members are invitecito
information booth, a book stand, and a photo amdlicgaft exhibition (with products made by the NF
Scouts). A preview announces a theater party fiesgtiMaxim Gorki’s master drandother at the
Civic Repertory Theater (in the version of BertBhecht and Hanns Eisler)n a way profoundly
different from that in San Francisco, this is destaent on what the Nature Friends were capable

of achieving in grogressivecultural context.

The old-timers interviewed for the Midvale oral thiy project unanimously agreed that the
close interaction of sports, culture, and politiess a defining element for the Nature Friends
as they knew them. It is not really clear how mahthem really read the more abstract political
contributions to their periodical intensively, liscussed they were. As quasi-illustrations to
these texts the magazine printed creative fornmeltsrt prose texts or poems to translate
ideology into concrete emotion. Particularly effeetwas poetry, which in a compact form

rendered much of what otherwise may have beend(are left unread) beneath longish prose

texts. A survey of early 1933 numbersDer Touristprovides examples, even on the brink of

NaturFreundeGeschichte NatureFriendsHistory 8.2 (220)



pending Nazi takeover in Germany. Unlike
the international organ, it puts the topic
prominently on its front page, in a cartoon
visualizing the fate of the oppressed
working classes combined with a New
Year's poem by German communist
celebrity author Erich Weinert (Fig.1%).
Even before Bertolt Brecht and Hanns
Eisler’'sMother would be part of the 1935
celebrations, their moviKuhle Wampe
made it into the magazine in a translated
reprint of its famous propaganda tune
“Vorwarts und nicht vergessen®; the movie
was widely admired for its emotional
impact but had been put on the index in
Germany for its communist tendency even
before Hitler came to power (Fig. 14).
What remains odd is why it was here
subsumed under the headifigabor Sport
Songs.” Eisler's music would als
elsewhere be recommend€dBut not all
the poetic contributions to the magazine were pg#éh “The Song of the Classes” by mid-
19th-century English Chartist Ernest Jones, fonga, recalls a century of continuity of the

class struggle (Fig. 15¥.

The better-known names on the American literarynecappear only in book reviews or
introductions to famous authors, like for Walt Whin® An exception to this is Michael Gold,
at the time the literary star of the Communist yparA Strange Funeral in Braddock” is an

interesting cross-over between dramatic and pdetios, which may have appealed to the

"8 Der TouristJan/Feb 1933: 1.

7 Der TouristMay/June 1933: 7.

80 E.g.The Nature Friendarch 1935: 3.
81 Der TouristJan/Feb 1933: 3.

82 Der TouristMay/June 1933: 9-10.
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editors because it resembled the speaking choseptations Nature Friends back in Europe

had practiced. The plot is radically American thiogig.19)%3

83 The Nature Frienddugust 1934: 2.
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When a prominent figure like Gold supplied conttibos to a small journal likdhe Nature
Friend, then mostly as reprints from other sources, hieeeCPUSA papebaily Worker®
From the same source came a sarcastic poem bynamed writer, “March of the Liberals,”
which holds liberal neutralism up to ridicule atirme when sides should be taken, a question

not only the Nature Friends were confronted witigy (E7)

Revolutionary attitudes were also promoted for nnodgance,
such as in an article reproduced from a publicatalled New
Dance Groupin which Grace Wyle and David Nelson introduced
“The Proletarian Revolutionary Dand®.‘Dance presentations
were given in support of the Spanish Republic (EB)’ and at
the German-American Festival for Democracy, whiclasw

supported by the Nature Frients.

An exemplary listing of cultural
activities in daily club life, here on
the month of February of 1935 and
just for New York City (i.e.
Manhattan) displays a range from
Song Nights I(iederabendg and
theater parties to the showing of
Kuhle Wampge the movie whose
battle cry the magazine had
introduced two years before (Fig.
19)8°

84 See also Gold’s “About Cows, Poison Ivy, Commusnistd Kids.‘The Nature Friendune 1935: 3-4.
85 The Nature Friend® (1935): 5.

8 The TouristMay/June 1933: 8-9.

8 The Nature Friendarch 1937: 2.

88 The Nature Friendrebruary 1939: 2.

89 The Nature Friendlanuary 1935: 6.
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Up to this point it might seem that the club’s iifas dominated by politics, mostly of a fairly
orthodox slant. Yet this was definitely not thee#&sr outdoor and camp life. As often as to
politics, on the title pages dhe Nature Frienane finds references to sports activitites, like a
woodcut about the joys of swimming and kayakingg(F20)%° The photos inside almost
exclusively are on nature and the outdoors. Watr@ng local touch, theBerg frei* emotions

on reaching the top of High Point above Camp Midvafter a tough hike are poetically

interpreted in quite some intenshy:

$% " #

NaturFreundeGeschichte NatureFriendsHistory 8.2 (220)



An important practical and cultural role was playsd
photography. Hans Wittich, whose collected photo
diaries and scapbooks grant comprehensive insigats
Nature Friends practices, in a 1925 self-portraggs as
the self-confident reporter of the life of the clhb in
fact was (Fig. 22). Visually and in writing he
documented his many hiking and mountaineering
excursions, and the social life at Platte Clove mam
whose chairman he was. Through Wittich we have
materials on the drama activities during the NFusso
Day in September 1935 and of young Nature Friends i
1939 marching lightheartedly to self-made musical
accompaniment from the clubhouse at Midvale to the
Pool (Fig. 23, 242 Wittich’s slide presentations ranged
from social critique like irfNew York City — rich and
poor* to a tour report on the Austrian and BavaAdps,
“From West Tyrol to the Allgau®® He also went into
film making, yet little came of that because theanNe
York office could not come up with someone to depel
his material. An avid writer as well, he may haweei
the author of instructions in the members” magazame
how to effectively make good pictures and who guéd
the aesthetic quality of Nature Friends” film ngh(Fig.
25, 26)%

92 Hans Wittich collection, NFPW.
98 Lanset/ldzik interviews.
94 The Nature Friendlanuary 1935: 9fhe TouristMay/June 1933: 5.
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Wittich’s material hints at the
importance of young members.
Every now and then NF Scouts were
asked to send in essays for contests
on“why you are an N.F. membet3*
the best of which would be used for
advertizing. Among these were also
more creative answers, like*&ong

of the Nature Friends Scouts* which
combines a highly stylized political
and personal self-description wit
the call for others to join (Fig. 27.

The“NF Scouts Yell* beneath that poem may equally Heaen part of the theater activities of
the young, as once more it refers to the tradibiospeaking choirs. But not only the NF Scouts
went on stage. The Nature Friends adult theatarpgralid not only produce plays live, they

also held classes on stage technique and makeswellaass on acting’

Few longer references in the magazines deal witaled minority questions—thelewish
Question,” the'Negro Question® etc. This is surprising becauseamby were some Nature
Friends of Jewish extraction, they also kept tBairmming-pool non-segregated in a mostly
white and not too friendly regional environmentQamp talk such topics were not uncommon,
but in the journals they were reserved for contdeting with the European situation, or when
in literary reviews books like Michael Goldlews Without Monegyr Richard Wright”dNative
Son were recommended for reading. Anti-semitic at@sidamong Nature Friends were
certainly attacked in the magazines as Wedn the didactic side every now and then there
were texts on the ethnic backgrounds of the US#, iin a travel report'The Red Man®) on

Native American sites of importan&e.

% The Nature Friendanuary 1937: 2; there were also literary confestadults (cfNature FriendAugust
1940: 14).

% The Nature Friendanuary/February 1934: 9.

97 The Nature Frienduly 1936: 9.

9% The Nature Friendluly 1936: 6The Nature Friend-ebruary 1939: 6.

9 The TouristMay/June 1933: 3-4.
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In the 1930s, the Eastern District comprised atélen locals. In adddition to New York (with
various subgroups) these were Syracuse, N.Y.; &dg, N.J.; Paterson, N.J.; Rochester,
N.Y.; Newark, N.J.; Hudson Valley, N.Y.; PhiladelphPA; Allentown, PA.; Detroit, Mich.;

Milwaukee, Wis.; Chicago, lll.—and Camp Midvale.

Even though over time many of the cultural actesgtin New York and in New Jersey were to
shift to Midvale, in urban areas members kept mgetilso for cultural event§® Specialized
sections within the locals would gain certain degref independence, such as when Newark
saw some competition between its dance and itdfatice groups when the latter hired its own
dance instructor. Locals more distant geographickbcame more independent as well.
Certainly most groups remained leftist, althouglch®ster (and to a lesser degree Syracuse)
took a more moderate stance. But when Rochestebbregéd its popular tree blossom festival
(Baumblutenfe$tirrespective of ideology members of other loeadse welcome; more radical
groups like Philadelphia or Chicago were not muiteint when it came to such traditional

festivalsto?

Camp Midvale

From a beloved hiking location Camp Midvale hadealeped into a many-facetted institution.
The camp lived on a culture of cooperation. As merslwere mostly craftsmen, they managed
to work together effectively on a fairly intuitiiEasis. You had to have a feeling to work fast
and to work thoroughly, and afterwards enjoy thaults jointly, with a sense of sharing and
community. Social and cultural life at the Camp wasnse. But when in the 1930s members
began to rent and build their own cabins therey timee some felt more affectionate for the
location than for the organization as a whole. Tigmpic-size swimming pool dug into the
rocky grounds next to the trailheads up High Paunbstituted for the old and intimate
swimming hole (the only non-segregated pool inlmmle area) and on weekends attracted
hundreds and even thousands of visitors—and thais afpanged the character of the Camp
profoundly.

100 For hikes and music the Brooklyn section met at@ueens County Labor Lyceum on Seneca Avenue in
Ridgwood; cf. Hans Wittich. “Nature Friends in Bikbyn.” The Nature FriendOctober 1945: 39-40.
101 anset/ldzik interviews.
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The cultural activities at Midvale merged Germad American patterns. There were bonfires
(solistice and other), schlachtfests (parties amchigs with freshly made sausages),
Thanksgiving and 4th of July meetings, music, drame dance festivals, events for children
and youths, games (from sports to cards and chestsie excursion®’ etc. Many a vacation
was advertised without allusions to politics (Fag)1°3

The photo group did not only document what was goin

on at the Camp, it also produced postal cardsvientiging

purposes. An occasional poster about an ongoirkgp sir

solidarity action on a wall by the Pool or on theois

grounds reminded the participants of the fact thate

also was a world beyond.

Among the meetings which regularly brought coopegabrganisations to the Camp were anti-
fascist events. For its bilingual character it vempecially attractive for German-speaking
refugees and activists. This is why prestigiouseeixGerman writers like Ludwig Renn and
Oskar Maria Graf came, sometimes just for an aati-kally, sometimes, like Graf, to stay
longeri® Renn, an independent-minded Communist whose fitexark circled around the
war theme, was introduced asamous German writer and officer of the gloriou®tnational
Brigade,” and was to give the main address at ‘t@@rman-American Anti-Fascist
Celebration.®%® Oskar Maria Graf, a Bavarian whose political catiens followed no party
line, at the same event was announcetiasell-known writer and antifascist®; Graf would

later play a role of his own at Camp Midvale.

Ever again in the club’s journals one finds esskegding with a theoretical perspective. Texts
like “Hiking and the class struggle” 60On our Trail* argue how to coordinate outdoor, orat
and political activities% Their overarching question was how to defipeoletarian sports* or

“proletarian culture.”

102 Aristocratic or masculinist “sports* like huntirigr fun were not accepted!
103 Nature Friends newsletteMov. 1935.

The Nature FriendJuly 1939: 5/8.
105 For his relative independence from party lineslidfgen Riihleliteratur und Revolution. Die Schriftsteller
und der Kommunismus in der Epoche Lenins und St&mankfurt/M.: Bichergilde Gutenberg, 1987. 25B.25
106 The Nature Friendbecember 1934: Zhe Nature Frienday 1935: 2.
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San Francisco

Unlike the East, the Californian Tourist Club preéel a more apolitical approach—uwith the
exception of Los Angeles, the smallest of the lcallthough contacts with the Labor
movement had not yet been severed, politics wasde¢he parties, and these were not present
at the locals and their clubhouses, Germanic-tsgutions were singled out as the identifying
features of their activities, and these combinet wigh numerous hiking and mountaineering
trips. The Eastern radicalization of the Depresgiears did not take hold here. Anti-fascism
played less of a role, although money was collefitedhe fight against the Nazis and for the
support of European refugees as W&IIAIl in all, The Nature Friends, Inqthe Western
District) was more self-referential than the East.

A main reason for the attractiveness of the Califor clubs
to a larger public were mottos lik®ance, Sing, and Eat,’
which even during Prohibition meant that alcohbkwerages
were available. Food contributed to the semi-exaypigeal so

far from the sometimes frugal American or fast-food

conventions: Eating and drinking were in themsebrdtural

values and experiences. Beer gardens were a neajor f

Like in the early days, dancing was important bathcommunal and as show dancing.
Dancefloors had been added to the buildings frarottest days, and were regularly renewed
and extended (Fig. 36%8 A major criterion for building them was physic#lsility, as they
were to sustain large numbers of people stompied@tthuhplattler and other dance moves of
the rustic type—and a rustic apprearance charaetkthe structure as a whole. In a local like
Oakland to the present day high-quality group darafehe Bavarian or Austrian type are a
major activity. This includes a musical life basedinly on adaptations of the folk tunes

remembered from back home, including brass bandhotabrn.

107 san Francisco members were nevertheless actp@itical causes, such as the Spanish Civil War:Af
Message from Spain. (From a member of the San B@ntocal).“The Nature FriendNovember 1937: 3.
108 Muir Woods; photos by author.
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4. Divergent Roads: The Split and its cultural effets

The demise of the Eastern branches: Internal troesland McCarthyism

During the war years all nationBlaturfreundeorganizations except for Switzerland and the
USA were banned by fascist governments. The Intemma Office had fled to neutral Zurich.
When rebuilding the European locals after the &arppean clubs were glad about the support
of the American Nature Friends. But in the USA @wd War had revived an anti-Communist
radicalism that had been slumbering under the seirda long as the Soviet Union had been an
ally. To their own surprise the Nature Friends oh&ica found themselves on the Attorney

General’s subversive list.

In addition, Eastern and Western Districts coultagree on where the Nature Friends were to
go. There were two transnational meetings, in tbeki Mountains in 1940 and in the Tetons
in 1947. Both conventions were successful in aggathey showed how the clubs still shared
an outdoor life of hiking, mountaineering, singiagd being together. After a short flaring up
of a cooperative mood political differences and ttireatening McCarthy scenario prevailed.

The Split could not any more be avoided.

In the Eastern District locals began to dissolveeave the organization. Walter Wieland, who
had been a member of the Chicago local in thellag9 and then gone back to Germany, in
1952 found his old club—quite unlike the Califormsa—in very poor shape‘duf einen
kimmerlichen Rest geschrumpft®’ A Boyertown District Convention in 1951 tried &store

a working basis. Within its old ideological framenkpit emphasized how Art. Il of the current
constitution summed up as its cultural aims theystof nature, teaching its appreciation, the

distribution of knowledge on nature and the conaon of natural resourcé¥’

The Central BoardZentralausschu3sf the Nature Friends International (NFI) playedole

of its own! It promoted a social-democratic, strictly anti-commist agenda. In a 1948 letter
to the Eastern District it described as the corthefclub’s activitiestourism and the related
[natural] sciences*; politics was to be reserved dolitical parties. The New York Central
Executive Office’s disorienting line, it decreeddhcaused harm to the organization. In the

Gross. “Elements of a Pictorial History*: 2.
110 Hektograph copy, in Lanset collection.
For details se&ross. “The Split*: 14-19.
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wake of the conflict the Californians became thie sepresentatives of the Nature Friends in
the USA and internationally. Had the developmeritthe 1930s laid the groundwork for
differences between the club’s American branctesNi~I now cemented distances. So also
culturally both factions would go differing ways.h&h the Eastern district had—at least
theoretically—continued to associate its sportgjcational, and cultural activities with the
class struggle, the clubs in the West preservetréaions of their forbears in an entertaining
way, and soon were to add an explicitly ecologavaareness to their profiles.

The New York administration now was hardly morentiaa empty shell in the phaseout of the
Eastern clubs; it had lost contact with the Nateniends International, found its own District
locals critical of its politics, first saw actives shifting away from the city towards the camps
and then had to look on when locals changed tlaires and sold their properties. Rochester
and Syracuse had already refused to attend thei¢docknferences. The Philadelphia camp
was sold, and today is an administrative buildiog the District Council Municipality at
Boyertown, PA. The only Eastern camps still activehe mid-fifties were those around Camp
Midvale, and in the long run even these were giweno families and institutions close to the

original intentions of thé&laturfreunde

Much of the information used in the following couldt any more be gleaned from regular
Eastern publications, as these had almost comehtdtaone main source therefore are the
interviews recorded by Andy Lanset and Chris Idnid987 at what had become the Weis

Ecology Center and the Highlands Natural Pdol.

Cultural and political life, these sources say, fiest gone on almost like before, if under
strained conditions. Many a member attended theMan Washington as late as 1963. At the
Camp speakers were supposed not to give electpm-dpeeches, even when for the 1948
elections Progressive Party Presidential Candithatiery A. Wallace’s running mate Glen
Taylor came to the camp. Party rallies were notwmle on the grounds, although no-one asked
which strand of progressivism visitors belonged to.

What still kept the old groups together and ateddathers were the numerous gatherings at the

Camp. There were bonfires, campfires, dance eeotsamunal and show), theater events

112 Cf. Karin Adamietz Ahmed. “Why Camp Midvale Sfilatters to Me!“NaturFreundeGeschichte/
NatureFriendsHistory2.1 (2014).
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(both amateur and professional), food and drinkivials, Thanksgiving dinners and Pool
parties. In his interview Werner Jurow [Jurkowskidimed that culturally the Nature Friends

were“far above the American Labor Movement.*

The Camp then dissolved for a number of reasonkjding attacks by the Ku Klux Klan, the
Minutemen burning down the clubhouse, surveillabgaghe FBI, members” fears of losing
their jobs, internal problems about property rightx and health matters, and a decreasing
number of people active at the camp. For the newecsrmmany of them refugees from Nazi
oppression—political work was more important thamgp activities, and older members lost
the physical and psychological energy to be asaets they had been. In its final days to many

Camp Midvale was hardly more than a hang-out.

Until the late 1950s, cultural life at the camp tomed, although in what some felt reduced
intensity. In his interview old-time member Louissitel complained that when in the latter
days of the Camp singing was over, tieeart of the Camp is lost.” Singing and outdoor
activities had always gone together, and the ravagewide: The famous Brahms Lullaby was
sung at the evening campfire; there was a Natuen#s chorus and dance jump; in a letter
Solveig Leslie remembered that the summer soligticsic at Midvale firesides included
German Labor songs lik@rtider zur Sonne, zur Freiheit* and the Naturerige song Bricht

an der Tag mit Morgenrot* (Berg frei-Lied§, in May 1948 the Camp still had a record and
sheet collection“People’s Songs"); Matt Locker remembersMelody Trail* which ran
between Weis and Winfield Farm [the main camp dedouilding used by the youth groups]
and was marked with green musical nbtégven when the camp was in an already problematic

condition, members wanted to make sure that itsarisary was preserved.

The name most frequently mentioned as a musicabwris that of folk song hero Pete Seeger,
a resident of the near-by Hudson Valley and regulest on the grounds since the late 1930s
(Fig. 31; 32)!> New Jersey Sierra Club Director Jeff Tittel reedllsome of his own
experiences with the folk music icotSeeger told me a few years ago that he lived ingCam

113 3olveig Leslie, letter to Chris Idzic, 1986 (Idziallection).
114 Matt Locker, post on an internal Camp Midvale abaiedia site.
115 At the Camp in the 1950s (photo Robert Ehrlich)idarity concert 1961 (both NFPW collection).

NaturFreundeGeschichte NatureFriendsHistory 8.2 (220)



Midvale in the late ‘30s and ‘40s," and tligb]ne of the old German masons taught him how
to lay bricks and helped him to build his housef‘Hd own musical memories Tittel wrote
“When | was about 3 years old, | got to sit on lisch to see him play children’s songs,” and
that“[h]e used to perform benefit concerts at Camp Melta raise money for the civil rights
movement and other causés®“Seeger had already come before he was famous)eancs
there for solidarity concerts when after the bugnaf the clubhouse in the 1960s and other
trouble support was needed.

Seeger’s older mentor Woody Guthrie was rememlieredve been at the Camp in the 1940s.
Other visitors who actively contributed to its cudl life included blues musicians Leadbelly,
Brownie McGhee, and Odetta Holmes; established &kar Harry Belafonte and Paul Robeson
could be heard and seen. The latter is interestétause his son Paul Robeson Jr., later a
prominent political activist, met his wife at thansp; and during and after the Peekskill Riots
the Nature Friends (of whom some had attendedadheert) helped to rescue visitors wliam

the summer of 1949, a concert by the black singel Robeson, held at Peekskill, New York,
to benefit a civil rights organization that had tgadaced without hearing on the attorey

general’s subversive list, was brutally disruptédndreds of casualties resultéd’™

On Saturday nights theater and dance groups wéke aln addition to dramatic productions

for the Camp as a whole, from the youth sectionecartheater group located at Winfield Farm.

118 Quoted in Holly Stewart. “Folksinger Pete Seeganmered down in Camp Midvale, Ringwood.” 6 February
2014.NorthJersey.com.

17Douglas T. Miller and Marion NowaKhe Fifties: The Way We Really We@arden City, New York:
Doubleday & Company, 1977. 28-29.
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It wrote its own scripts in both German and Englishd their plots as a rule were connected

with progressive causes. Occasionally the groufppaed in New York City as well.

Midvale had its own dance league praised for itsll,Wwalanced program* (Wilhelm Voelkel);

it also danced at political events in New York.haugh these were amateur performers, they
were supported by modern dance professionals sidarame Robbins and his sister, who for
a time functioned as the group’s instructor andoicged performances in New York City. Edith
Siegel, a Martha Graham student, also worked atdng as a dance instructor and brought
with her modernist elements. On the more socia¢ sigre

seasonal dance meetings which brought together ersmb

people in the area, and visitors, for New Year's Bances,

dances with band recital, and fall dances. Rugfied like the

barn dance were very popular, in particular in @eskills

camps (Fig. 33318

New York being so close, in particular during the®arthy years a number of well-known
film stars came by. Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee, a@nd civil rights activists, visited often in
the 1940s and 1950s and among other plays stagedssérom Chekhott® Another regular
visitor was actor John Randolph with his wife, asr Sarah Cunningham, probably also
playing Chekhov; Belafonte and Robeson also fa thiat category. Of particular relevance is
Martha Schlamme, the Austrian-born American sirayadt actress, who performed from her
multi-lingual repertoire of folk songs (also singiwith Pete Seeger) and later was a major

popularizer of the music of Kurt Weill.

Lost by now due to the burning of the clubhouseh@ 1960s are the libraries the camp
provided, both of specialized books (hiking, sceengolitics) and narrative literature. There
were talks on and reviews of literary publicatioAko readings took place, many in German.
The reason may well have been that more than tigaziieeshe camphad retained a German
character; many still cherished their first langeiagspecially during and after the Nazi years a

significant number of German-speaking refugeeseapated that.

118The Nature Friendluly 1939: 8.
119 Among the Chekhov plays staged most probably WesCherry Orchargcf. Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee.
With Ossie and Ruby: In the Life Togethdew York: William Morrow, 1998. 246.
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Among these exiles was Oskar Maria Graf. His ivggsbn his Bavarian identity made Midvale
and the Nature Friends perfect for him. He not diolynd anti-fascist comrades but also
befriended fellow Bavarian Hein Kirchmeyer, a jaoia@d furniture-maker well-known for his
manual expertise as well as for his avid literareiests. Graf had first lived in New York,
where he met Bertolt Brecht (author of tMetherfor the 1935 anniversary of the New York
local), but Midvale was more inviting. He couldldak books and talk to unspoiledhormal”
people who could and did read his novels and sttortes in the original. Graf was extremely
proud when the camp made him“@onorary member.*

Repeatedly he travelled to Philadelphia’s Boyertown

clubhouse. Alfred Kantorowicz, another German write

in exile, remembered howhundreds of German-

American workers recently came together in the MNatu

Friends” camp near New York to listen to an impxess

speech by Oskar Maria Graf?® Even at a Washington’s

Birthday event he was among the speakers—probably

addressing his audience in German. The Englishorers

of hisWir sind Gefangenerisoners Al is dedicated to

Midvale and Boyertown (Fig. 34¥! The Pompton

Lakes area he passed through between New York and

Midvale in one of his later novels became parthef t

setting??

Old-timers also remember that other intellectudi® wsed to come to the camp for lectures on
various subjects stayed away after McCarthyitenidation. The poor state of the Camp in that
phase shows in that the Museum and the Librarii@ftamp had to be combined in one room
of the old farm house; in addition, the reduceerdity interest was partly due to the fact that
many members now lived on the grounds and thugheadown home libraries.

120 Quoted in Eike Middell et akExil in den USAFrankfurt am Main: Rdderberg, 1980. 110.

121 Reproduction in NFPW collection.

122 Cf. Klaus-Dieter Gross. “Oskar Maria Grafs langsaiweg zu den Naturfreunden.”
NaturFreundeGeschichte/ NatureFriendsHist8r®. (2015); “Prisoners All* frontispiece NFPW laadtion.
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Most people using the grounds and the Pool in 8&04 and 1970s were not aware of the
Camp’s past as a part of the internatidvalurfreundemovement. Only in the 1980s a new
generation began to be interested in the all ngiolten camp they had grown up with. Their

memories are mostly connected with its cultura: lif

Various actors, musicians, and others in the areatrts, including several who were on
the government’s subversive list, joined hands whih Nature Friends. Actor Herschel

Bernardi was on the cultural staff one summer agdrmized various skits. Another actor,
John Randolph, and his wife Sarah Cunningham, dtageerpts from Chekhov plays.

Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis performed, and folk sifRgte Seeger played a concert in
front of an audience of 1,200. John Wilson, anstiti residence, was commissioned
years later to create the bust of Martin Lutherg<imthe U.S. Capitol Building?®

For children Midvale was an island of freedom ardkpendence, as is remembered by another youthful

resident of the 1950s, whose fondest childhood migmavere those of the Camp:

Our bungalow had no electric or water so we hagbtto the' Front* with our pails and
pump the water. Usually by the time we got backuohome the buckets ended up half
empty. We'd eat our meals in the front of our camd watch the deer coming down from
behind us. There were shows on the stage on wegkemtiwe kids would sit under the
apple trees on our blankets. Talent shows, muaitidg and puppet shows. Every week
we'd go hiking with our lunches up to High Pointh&V fun. Maybe | was too young to
realize anything political was going on, but itswasn't when | got older. We used to go
down to the dump in the evenings with our flashtsghnd watch the bears rummage
through the trash. In the afternoons the men wplag pinochle in the clubhouse and the
women played canasta. We kids just ruled the cdmg pong, volleyball, horseshoes,
swings, swimming?*

Today The Nature Friends for Preserving Weis ahdrgprojects do their best to keep what is
left of Camp Midvale as a site of memory, includithge reactivated ecological center, an
outdoor pool open to everybody and fascinating ngkroutes originally marked by the

Naturfreundeof old. They thus preserve the Camp as the lasétof this progressive working-

class and immigrant organization in the East ofithéed States.

123 hitp://www.shortescapes.net/A-Hideaway-for-NatufFeignds.4039384.html [06/11/20]; with slight
inaccuracies as to historical detail, also see BBtIC. Klein’'s memories of the Canipigsident Doctor:

Catching Babies and Challenging the Medical St®us. Madeira Park, BC: Douglas&MclIntyre, 2018. 14-16).
124 E-mail to author, received February 2014.
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The Western District: Preserving Alpine ways

In the 1940s the smaller Los Angeles local haddsidigh the Eastern District, and its Fred
Zahn had joined Hans Wittich in organizing the Reskconventions. But Zahn and his group
were relatively alone among Western functionarfi®aging and after the Second World War,
the Tourist Club still contributed money in suppofithe war and for reconstruction efforts,
but in the long run sympathies shifted towards to#iditions, into what to the present day is
called“social and recreational life.” After the 1940shie Bay area the counter-cultural impetus

was almost completely lo&t>

Like elsewhere, the number of German-speakers arti@ngctive members began to fall, and
all communication was conducted in English. A nathange fromNaturfreundeto Nature
Friends in 1941 marked this reduced impact of Garspeakers. Robert Wyler, from 1942 to
1952 president of the San Francisco local, anthfee decades of the Corporation of the three
Western clubs, was the first American-born in s@clposition. It was he whose name
represented the final break between East and West. generations with few first-hand
memories but a strong will to realize what they bealvn up with assimilated Austro-German
patterns, from Alpine traditions and alphorn musiSchuhplattler dance and the decor of the
buildings. Most of the cultural life at the clubtsas, to where much of the club life had shifted,

played with what was a German/Austrian culturerirAmericanized form.

After the 1940s the more politically-minded Easterinbs were so much involved in
contemporary matters that they were less and teegested in their own past; ironically, the
Californians, who had left their leftist ideas bahi maintained a special awareness of their
overseas roots. On the websites of the Tourist @istorical references abound. Even the new
and outspoken focus on ecological matters wassiathbedded in and explained by historical

Naturfreundediscourses.

Purists may find these , Alpine* allusions overdoaed certainly many of them are blends from
a host of different and sometimes imaginary baakigds. But given this, present-day cultural

125 For historical surveys see Erich Fink (e80)Years The Nature Friends Branch Oaklat@P1-1971.
Oakland, 1971, non-paginated; Fikistory of the San Francisco Brandior more recent information access to
the club’s various websites is handy.
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practices are consistent with the expectationbagd active and of their audiences. And much

of a participant’s action it is.

Large-scale decoration of the clubhouses alongng&lpatterns had begun in the 1920s and
many of these quasi-original elements are stilhpnently positioned there today. This is also
true for the playful mix of German and English fdumn the premises—from the signs to the
bathrooms to the kiosks outside (Fig. 35-38). Sofhe decorations are quite complex, and

most are exquisitely taken care'éf.

Another characteristic of the clubhouses is theipleasis on good food and drink—beer serves
as the European marker and much of the food is &maerican/German mix. Regularly events
take place in which the clubhouses” banquet hetigellished by Alpine art, host guests from
all walks of life, and the smalletBierstube® (decorated withbauerliche Malerei“ [rustic
painting]) invites hikers. Activities at times attt more than 1.000 visitors. Sometimes Alpine
dress codes are encouraged. Even more than theattbéouses the Muir Woods complex
makes clear that the nature reference is to betadeously, as a bit of a hike is needed to get

down to it from the nearest parking lot.

The festivals celebrated on the grounds fall into basic categories, a more Alpine type and a
more Anglo-American type, and some in betweenh®iore traditionally Germanic type are:
New Year's Eve party (beginning at Muir Woods inl3p Fasching (carnival/mardi gras,
going back to the 1930s); Maifest or Mayfest (bspiellings; already in the 1920s); Spring,
Summer and Herbstfest (seasonal festivals); Kiegdeiffor kids and families), Schuetzenfest
(marksmen’s fair); Oktoberfesglpenfest; or Heimatabend. The Anglo type includgs

Patrick’s Day; Potluck Dinner; Midsummer Mountaiesk (at the Heidelmann Lodge). The

126 pillar embellishment, door sign (Muir Woods); Kipsign post (Oakland); photos by author.
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cross-over type includes erecting a May Pole (boHuropean and partly American tradition),

Christmas Parties, Halloween Dances, and Old-Tini@irmers.

A particular feature are the Schuhplattler perfaroes, which are shown regularly and in which
since 1953 the Oakland local, still serving a Gerrm@ammunity, excells. As an intricate group
dance it requests the dancers to have both rhytexpertise and physical dexterity. The irony
here is that historically th&aturfreundeSchuhplattler tradition is controversial—not on
principle, but because these groups even in tHg £#820s tended to call for a certain amount
of autonomy from the other functions of the cldbFor the Oakland local it is a defining

tradition. In more international Los Angeles it reook hold fast, and the former intensive
cooperation between Oakland and San Francisco welys to be more one of visiting each

other’s festivals.

Dancing is closely connected with the music atdlés and with outdoor sports. This is how
Erich Fink (in 1971) puts that observation in arkl@ad context:

Somehow there is a connection between dancinghgadg, dancing and skiing,

singing and hiking. In an old German Nature Friemhgbook the title page has
“singen und wandern gehoert eins zum andern” (Singmd hiking go together). In

such things as song and dance, we are still imadity European at the Oakland club.
We have always had a little band built around eroalionist at our club since the
very beginning and there were few occasions wheraacordionist wasn’t playing
folk-songs to which one could sing and dattée.

Among these musicians certainly was Joe Smiell, plaged many roles in Oakland, in San
Francisco, and at Muir Woods. For decades (incudie hundredth anniversary of the San
Francisco club in 2012) he was active as an indalidhusician (accordion, guitar), as the leader
of “Joe Smiell’s Bavarian Band“ and as what might lle¢@a dancing mastefJoe’s love of
Alpine folk music was shared by all the memberthefclub for many decades and many people

were drawn into the club because of that specidiamce.*?°

127 Der Naturfreund1921: 92; the Schuhplattler performances were @iacticed in the New York locaDer
Naturfreund1921: 15-16).

128 Fink. Oakland [32].

129 Fink. California Nature Friends[31].
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Culturally the Californian
groups have been playing
an active role in attracting
enthusiasts of German and
Austrian folk dancing and
music. A literary life is
less easily found. If poetry
appears in the clubs
publications, it is mostly
connected with immediate
experiences in nature or at
the camps, or with the
memories of members
gone. Exemplarily, after
the unexpected death of
Wilhelm Heidelmann in
1947, his friend Joe Harris
wrote a spontaneous,
stylistically almost daring
poem which also sums up

much of what the

Californian Nature Friends
stood fort3°

Today it seems the Western Nature Friends havelfthair place in California’s cultural life.
In their own and largely apolitical way they arexing. In the 1980s club historian Erich Fink
suggested that Nature Friends wémarticipants and friendly users of the pleasures of
nature.®3! Aimost stealthily a kind of repolitization has éakplace, when over the last decades

the locals have adapted ecological ways of thinking acting. Websites sum up the purpose

130 Joe Harris. “A Simple Elegy to a Lover of Naturelavian.” Repr. in FinkHistory of the San Francisco
Branch.25A.
Fink. California Nature Friends[3].
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of the club(s) asWe are hikers, mountaineers, and passionate adsdat the natural
environment.®32 The cultural element, in 2010, is added by longtinternational liason officer
Susi Raub, Oakland, who describes ist present-dsgtipes:

Today the clubs continue to foster and preservefaan Alpine social activities and

cultural heritage. We have a Folkdance-Group tedrs traditional Tracht [...] and

some of us sing in Bavarian and Austrian dialg¢e have a Heimatabend and we
have a Kinderfest and Oktoberfest. We also haweianmembers only) events such
as Saint Patrick’s Day, Old-Timer's and Christiamer. [...] our clubs [...] therefore

have more a cultural atmosphere with emphasisiond; skiing and dancing®®

Another self-characterization i€omradeship and Gemuetlichkeit,” yet this one comiés a
double twist. The earljaturfreundehad been comrades in a political sense, and rdréssbd
each other by that name; now the meaning of tme bexs shifted to camaraderie, a trustful and
enjoyable reliance on each other; comfortably beimgether has always been part of a
Naturfreunddife, but not mainly in the nostalgic format thal@ornians use so flexibly. This

is why also the term ,Gemuetlichkeit“ was a corgdsine, not by the redheads of the American
1930s and 1940s but by one of the founding father&907 Victor Adler published an essay
“Nieder mit der Gemdtlichkeit*“Down with Gemuetlichkeit®), in which he critizisetthe
abuses of alcohol among contemporary workers; eotgrtainment was a trick of the ruling
classes to take in the workers, an ideologicatalitibn from the class struggle. So as closely
as the Californian clubs recall being embeddediltucal patterns of old, their practices today

do only cover one particular segment of their caxrptadition.

5. Conclusion

From the late 19th century onwards tNaturfreundesought the physical and cultural
empowerment of the working classes with the petsge®f emancipating them from an
oppressive capitalist environment. Their particslat in the comprehensive network of Labor
organizations was to offer leisure time activitiegtdoor sports and educational work, with an

explicitly counter-cultural impetus.

Cf. https://touristclubsf.org [June 10, 2020].
138 Naturfreund(Switzerland) 2 (2010): 31.
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Until after the First World War connecting recreagl aims with politics worked out well.
When international Labor around 1920 began to spld “moderate” andrevolutionary”
factions, theNaturfreunddelt that impact too. In some areas (e.g. muchatiern Germany,
the American East) the Nature Friends became maegly political; other regions (Austria,
parts of Southern Germany, the American West) adbpin approach in which the Labor
context was preserved but outdoor and cultural/iéiets were not to interfere with day-to-day
politics. Depending on what faction one belonged doltural work tended to either be
subservient to political topics or to play a mandapendent role, as the outdoors sidekick to

the Labor movement at large. In real life theselégwies were not easily separated, though.

By the 1920s these shifts in focus reached the Aaedocals, although until the 1930s the
cultural work in the East was not much differeminfrthat in the West. It organized a network
of leisure time activities (hiking, mountaineerimgnning its clubhouses), specialized amateur
groups (science, music, dancing, photography) padications promoting both. Only when in
the early 1940s the Eastern and Western Distndits sultural practices drifted apart in a more
fundamental way: The West would apolitically cortcate on its Austro-German origins, and
the East—under huge external and internal pressuired—to continue the cultural ways
developed in the politicized 1930s and 1940s.

Club life in theEast and Mid-Weswas much less focussed on the Germanic elememgsit
open to a wider segment of the public (Americatidefmainstream, Blacks, other immigrants,
refugees). Sports, outdoor life, cultural actisti@and political action were supposed to be
integrated. There was a comprehensive influende dopopular and of sophisticated cultural
traditions; various formats (science, photograghma, music, literature) and popular uses
(campfires, singing at hikes etc.) were to go hiansand with political ones (demonstrations,
rallies); the clubhouses and camps were both reoned and political centers. Ideally, such a
scope came close to the concept outlined byNtterfreundean early Vienna.

The major difference with that concept was thahaEastern clubs significant segments in the
leadership and among the contributors to the pieatgl took politics to be thenain

preoccupation. The flipside was that this bound moarer needed for outdoor and camp
programs; it permanently created internal debate$ @ndermined a cooperative mood,;

pressing anadbjectivetasks (from antifascist activities and the World\b the opposition to
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excessive anti-communism) competed with concreteurall and outdoors action, i.e. the
element which provided ammediate and personakperience of solidarity. The groups which
emphasized outdoor and cultural activities felirthecreational needs (hiking, camp life, and
the satisfaction coming with them) had become s#&gnto the club’s large-scale aims. At
least in practical termssolidarity at a distance” (or socialism at largedswat odds with

“solidarity at close range* (or socialism as a ¢ifg@e).

One example for how this detroyed the well-integglatiad of politics, culture, and hiking were
the beloved May Day Parades in New York. When atkelrose about whether to participate
in the“revolutionary” or theéreformist” parades, memories of former unity wetstrated and
an important binding element for rank and file mensbwas lost3* A more recent problem
came when during the war a new wave of refugeégedrfrom Nazi-occupied Austria; these
were mainly interested in the camps as meetingeplanot as areas of a community life
(including workhikes to keep the camps in shapegrEDistrict president Georg Schmidt was
better known for his coordinating German-Americagamizations—he was on the boards of
the German-American League for Culture and the @arAmerican Emergency
Conferenc&®—than for his participation in hikes or culturatiatities. Yet unlike in Germany
this did not lead to a break-up along party-lines tather to differing life styles under the
structural and ideological roof of one organization

In a few cases, in particular of the cultural kitite blending of politics and recreation was still
successful (and years later affectionately remeetbdry old-timers). Pete Seeger next to
Chekhov plays, singing labor songs by the campdime watching youth drama groups stage
their own plays was certainly something one coddgtoud of. For a time this kept alive the
hope that against the odds the Eastern clubs—oe sdrthem—might survive, but the clubs
were already weakened so much that they stooddsslpthen external pressure was added on
multiple levels. Anti-communist threats and therfilsat members might lose their jobs were
present all around the District, and even in Catifm; Camp Midvale as the last remaining
major camp was under observation by the FBI, theme conflicts with local communities and

financial trouble with the government about taxgperty and health matters. That the Nature

134 Boelke. “Anmerkungen des Schriftleiters*: 5.
John F. Cronin “The Problem of American Communism945: Facts and Recommendations.” [1945] 135;
repr. http://mdhistory.net/hiss/cronin-report.pdifife 18, 2020].
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Friends International rather accused the New Yastri@t of misbehavior than support it after
the Rockies conferences may not have been crugi#hé destruction of the Nature Friends in
the East, but it certainly did not help prevent it.

So the Eastern and Mid-Western history of Nturfreundecame to an end. Its cultural

activities may have been relatively close to whatfbunders had had in mind; even in the final
years of the New York District they proved that fbose active a certain degree of concord
was still to be found, a set of experiences whieptkpeople together even under strained

conditions. Strong enough for a surprise recoviewas not.

Thus only the Californian Tourist Club thrives 8 niche today. What it preserved from the
programmatic statements of the founding years wisa@nation with nature and a love for

hiking and mountaineering; this was combined witepacifically American experience of

preserving one’s old culture in new surroundingshatwit gave up was an immediate
involvement with progressive traditions and theaggpt of culture as an emancipatory mode.
The old ideological concepts were replaced by &tyaof Austro-GermarnAlpine® practices

in an Americanized form.

So setting out from the same late 19th and eatly @@nturyNaturfreundeprogram two almost
contradictory concepts emerged. Polarizing terrke fisubversion® (for theprogressive
element) or*Gemuetlichkeft (for the nostalgicone) help to outline these divergent trends,
although by far they do not cover the complexitytred underlying processeSubversivehe
Nature Friends were at least on the Attorney Géiseliat (and mainly in the East); in their
lifestyles they were part of a leftist-liberal msiiream, with significant Eastern excursions into
more dogmatic directions. A subversive danger tiexer were, to whoever. — The West Coast
locals escaped these political troubles by findihgir niche in the nostalgic cosiness of
GemuetlichkeitAt the cost of hoping to change the world, thesthorGerman roots provided

guidance for a cultural program that has provelkta success story.

Contact:
Dr. Klaus-Dieter Gross
Eichendorffstr. 3a
D-93051 Regensburg
dieter.gross@naturfreunde-bayern.de
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Appendix:

Major publications on American topics in the international magazine,Der Naturfreund,

published in Vienna since 1897

The following list is inclomplete yet aims at giyian impression of how immigrant American
Nature Friends tried to promote their new home ¢opuamong those staying in Europe; by far
most of the essays were illustrated by photos. Ageathey were based on excursions done
individually or with the club.

The very first travel report came with the newsheffirst American local in New York:

Alexander Wiederseder (New York). “Bei den Niagahai.” (Der Naturfreundl910: 245-246)

From the early 1920s onwards similar texts appeategregularly, mostly concentrating on
outstanding areas in American nature (by year):

Kurt Loesch (New York). “Die Besteigung des Mt. Mgt Der Naturfreund(1920: 89-90)

Jules Bucher (San Francisco). “Ein Tag in der &aischen Wildnis.'Der Naturfreundl921: 51-53
G. Gerhardt (San Anselmo). “Yosemit®ér Naturfreundl924: 70-72

Hermann Ursprung (New York). “Naturfreunde in Ank@fi (strenuous two-day hike in Catskill§er
Naturfreund1924: 129

Jules Bucher (New Jersey). “Der Windbeam* (hikiagart).Der Naturfreundl926): 105
Fritz Deuer (San Francisco). “Mesa Verde€r Naturfreundl926: 201-204

Karl Jawurek (Los Angeles) “Am Grand-Canyon in Ama“ (photos Wiedersedeer Naturfreund
1927: 13-18

Gerhard Wolff (Milwaukee). “Nach Devil’s Lake St&ark” (hike report)Der Naturfreundl927: 53-
54

Karl Jawurek (Los Angeles) “Die sudkalifornischearge” (geological info and hike report; photos -
Wiederseder)Der Naturfreundl927: 91-96

Ernst Durvenmatt (Olympic, Wash.) “Eine Querung bemint Hood."Der Naturfreundl928: 19-21
Fritz Deuer (San Francisco). “Sommerfahrt 1927“ ¢mtain vacation)Der Naturfreundl928: 72-76

C. Kaemmer (San Francisco). “Durchs kalifornischeehtebirge (Sierra Nevada)“ (mountaineering,
including Mt. Whitney) Der Naturfreund1928: 97-104
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Otto Lirsch (San Francisco). “Die Donner-Party” fbe Donner pioneer tragedy of 1846-1847, which
gave its name to the area of what was to becom€#tirnian branch’s Heidelmann Lodg®ger
Naturfreund1931: 15-18

Carl Mdaller (then Chicago). “Als “Fire Fighter'imriwald“ (gives an impression of the size of a
mountain forest arealper Naturfreundl931: 135-136

Fritz Hochstrate (San Francisco). “Von einer Fammerika“ (hiking experiences through various
areas, including Mt. Rainierper Naturfreundl931: 142-144

Otto Richter (Dresden [1]). “Der See im Krater" (@nater Lake)Der Naturfreundl931: 211-212

Wilhelm Heidelmann (San Francisco). “FerientageAllaska“ (photo page plus long textper
Naturfreund1932: 165-171

Survey text irDer Naturfreundl933: 61-62.
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